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REPORT FEATURES

Summary: R=Range of all prices.
A=Average price across all regions.
L=Last month's average.
Comments: Price Index is a ranking
system comparing a region's prices
to other regions.

Reporting Regions Summary
; AL o Ll e IR R A L
Sales of extracted, unprocessed honey to Packers, F.O.B. Producer.
Containers Exchanged
60 Ibs. (per can) White 36.50 40.16 24.60 35.73 31.20 41.50 41.50 38.35 | 24.60-44.00
60 Ibs. (per can) Amber 35.60 35.19 24.00 32.60 29.40 38.76 38.50 34.70 | 24.00-43.00
55 gal. drum/Ib. White 56 35 42 62 40 b4 57 BT .36-.62
55 gal. drum/lb. Amber 55 35 39 52 48 49 53 52 32-57
Case lots — Wholesale
1 Ib. jar (case of 24) 26.25 28.48 23.00 2598 26.26 24.12 26.25 29.46 | 22.80-38.40
2 1b, jar (case of 12) 2488 26.84 24.75 23.68 24.85 23.63 28.76 27.60 | 21.00-31.00
5 1b. case of 27.23 27.75 23.00 26.48 31.00 25.76 26.40 26.17 | 23.00-30.75
fhﬂ Honey Prices
Ib. A1 91 0 B 80 93 98 92 79-1.156 94
2 oz. Squeeze Bottle 140 141 119 1290 121 1.22 127 143 1.09-1.89 1.31
1 Ib. 161 167 149 1456 144 157 156 1.38 1.29-1.99 1.656
21b. 242 291 271 246 251 257 281 299 1.99-3.76 2.70
2-1/2 1b. 305 383 329 329 305 325 383 225 2.25-450 3.32
3lb. 400 450 349 329 356 3.76 3.73 3,63 3.20-5.36 3.82
41b. 500 528 478 b5.01 490 450 4.85 — 4.60-5.656 4.90
51b. 550 595 549 612 6156 6525 6580 6.10 5.25-6.76 b5.80
1 Ib. Creamed 200 1156 135 159 160 160 1.77 1.76 1.15-2.00 1.64
1 Ib. Comb 1.88 182 '3.00 250 250 195 2.77 3.38 1.25-4.50 2.33
Round Plastic Comb 200 220 200 185 1.78 180 185 1.756 1.76-2.20 1.90
Beeswax (Light) 110 103 1.056 116 133 .94 97 225 921,50 1,09
Beeswax (Dark) 1.00 94 95 1.00 1.08 .89 .88 1.10 .85-1.10 97 ;
Pollination (Avg/Col) 32.560 —_ — 27.50 19.00 20.00 27.00 27.00 | 9.00-32.50 25.50 -25.40
£ ™\ Region 1 ductive summer. Tracheal mite
MARKET SHARE | Prico Tndex 95. Prices stableto infestations growing, andcolony
s dropping a bit in more rural 3
ﬁen.an ad l:ﬁely? They're areas. Urban prices, and sales
. ;:iiztg:‘tzﬂs Vet steady to very strong. Northeast Region 3
¢ Parkio i region typically strong in holi- - -
g mete day sales for both bakery and Price Index.78. Prices downand
* Shopping carts consumer honey. Colonies win-  sales steady but not rapid.
* Shopping bags tering well generally, but mites Warm weather, and poor pro-
:Rented vxde?s in some areas will give spring duction causing problems. Of
Airport monitors headaches, and low production course large scale producers are
* Fax machines will meanfeedingin otherspots.  receiving 1-4 cents above buy
* Public phones } " back in some locations and for
* "Hold' tune on phone some types of honey due to
* T-shirts Region 2 shortages this fall. Citrus honey
* Public T.V. 7 is nearly gold this year.
* Sunglasses Price Index 1.00. Sales increas-
» Fortune cookies ing due to holidays, especially
Get the idea? Advertising, gift basket' sales, but prices Region 4
no matter how disgusting holding steady to up only alittle. - - 5
and inappropriate, sells Fall flows generally good to ex- Price Index .92. Prices and sales
product. Do you advertise? cellent, but some spots stillneed  steady to increasing due to holi-

i

watching due to wet and unpro-
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day sales and cooler weather.

Urban areas especially showing
increases in sales. Shortages
also causing some increases.

Region 5

Price Index .91. Prices steady to
increasing, and sales rising sea-
sonally. But even the extreme
shortages haven't given prices a
big boost this season. Southern
areas produced fairly well, and
anticipate good wintering.
Northern areas still on the dry-
as-a-bone side. No solutions in
sight.

Region 6

Price Index .96. Prices rising
well for this time of year, and
sales up too. Shortages over
much of the area will keep prices
up, and, with steady demand,
sales should do well.

Region 7

Price Index .97. Prices increas-
ing at even faster than expected
seasonal rates. Sales strong,
and looking to get stronger,
which will help prices even
more. Moisture improving a bit
with recent snows, and bees
already being moved west for
pollination.

Region 8

Price Index .93. Prices strong,
especiallyinthenorth, andsales
steady to improving a bit. Some
colony losses in the north begin-
ning to worry owners there
while more and more mites
showing up in the south. Colony
shortages for pollination becom-
ing a real concern.
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barn and that was it," said Minyo.

He then began the search for an-
other company, finally settling on an
independent’ agent who insured him
though a smaller company that covered
farms and livestock. "My bees are con-
sidered livestock and I am very happy
with my premiums and coverage. Since
then, I have heard of a number of other
smaller companies that will insure
bees, especially for the hobby bee-
keeper, like me."

Getting back to you and your
neighbor — it's little comfort to know
that most beekeepers have been think-
ing the same way you have about being
a good neighbor. But something went
wrong and it had to be you. Your insur-
ance agent isn't any happier than you
that it was your bees. Now he has a
monumental problem with little prece-
dent to refer.

Depending on your insurance com-
pany, and the ability of your agent to
explore possibilities, you may or may
not be covered.

By interviewing a number of
agents about beekeeping, it was discov-
ered that "disclosure” is the key word
agents used. It isn't enough to answer
all the questions on the application.
Just as the agent might ask about a
biting dog in the household, you are
probably not thinking, "stinging bees"
because they have never been a prob-
lem. Disclose, disclose, disclose! Tell
the agent about your bees, and about
how carefully you take care of them.

All agents queried, both from com-
panies where they were employees — to
independent agencies, reported that
they had never asked anyone if they
kept bees, and they were not sure if a
sting would be covered. All used the
word "disclosure” to indicate that it is
the responsibility of the homeowner to
inform the agent about any claim-caus-
ing situation.

The agents who worked for large
national companies were most unfamil-
iar with the process of insuring a bee-
keeper, but all were willing to delve
further into the problem should some-
one come to them with this situation.

A first response to the question
was, "How could you prove it was your
own personal bee that stung someone.
Thisisn't like a dog bite. Dogs are read-
ily identifiable, bees are not. We would
have to have our underwriters examine
this to come up with a premium that
would fit the claim, that is, if the com-
pany would even insure bees."

The closest comparison most
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agents could make was that of a biting
dog, or using the term "attractive nui-
sance." Although beekeepers don't
think in terms of their hives being at-
tractive to the public, a non-beekeeper

might be curious about what's going on
with all that buzzing and wander into

your yard — and get stung.
Independent agents were more
Continued on Next Page

LEGAL BRIEFS

Placement of beesis part of a good
neighbor policy which will reduce ex-
posure of bees to unauthorized passers
by. Placement here deals with not
where to put the hives on the beekeep-
ers property, but if the beekeeper may
place the hives on his property at all.

It is wise to first discover what
kind of municipality the beekeeper
has property within. Villages, towns
and cities usually have a council of
elected representatives. This council
is subdivided into committees which
deal with specific problems of the
municipality. Beekeepers are most
interested in the Safety committee
and the Zoning committee or board.

Townships, which tend to be less
regulated, are governed by trustees.
The trustees are elected from the
township and are responsible for the
entire township. The clerk of a town-
ship (the person responsible for paper-
work in the township) is an ideal
source of information concerning zon-
ing.

Some suburbs and rural residen-
tial villages and towns are coming up
with bee ordinances which prohibit
beekeeping. A visit to the zoning ordi-
nance book would be the first order of
business to make sure bees are al-
lowed. Public health and welfare are
considered when zoning ordinances
are put into effect. Zoning deals with
the regulation of building structures
and land use.

Keepin mind that ordinances can
be changed, and variances granted. A
variance is permission to use land that
is not in conformance with the zoning
code because of undue hardship to the
person requesting the variance.

One municipality considering a
bee ordinance recently, is Parma,
Ohio. The proposed ordinance would
not just limit or regulate beekeeping,
but would prohibit the keeping of bees
and other stinging insects and labeled
them a "public nuisance" The city is
also enacting this ordinance to elimi-
nate the situations which allow the
gathering of "garbage” insects at fast

food restaurants — which has little to
do with honey bees.

State regulations may be absent
in some cases, but it is wise to check
with your State Department of Agri-
culture for additional information.
Rhode Island has enacted an apicul-
ture law which deals mostly with dis-
ease and inspection, but also gives
thought to the "public and the econ-
omy of this state." It includes, "A pub-
lic education program to emphasize
the importance of a healthy beekeep-
ing industry."

The law also deals with what may
be a future worry for the beekeeper, "to
minimize the negative impact on bee-
keepers while being effective in con-
trolling Africanized bees and other
pests.”

Dewey M. Caron, University of
Delaware, has developed a policy for
the Eastern Apiculture Society, "Bee-
keepers and Their Neighbors." He ad-
dresses the problems that various
states have had with legislation. He
reports that, "The New Jersey Bee-
keepers Association, in union with
seven local bee associations, had a
fund of money to use for immediate de-
fense against honey bee nuisance leg-
islation.” He also reports that, "A re-
cent case involving a yellow jacket
sting resulted in a large award to an
individual from a restaurant."

In the same document, EAS re-
ports that New Hampshire has a state
law on nuisance liability exempting
agricultural operations of one year or
more duration from a nuisance suit.

Before putting up the hive, or
even exploring insurance possibilities,
the beekeeper should look into his own
town hall to discover what others be-
fore him have had to say about bees.
With ordinances restricting domestic
animal ownership to two dogs or two
cats, it is possible that some imposi-
tions have been placed on hives. It's
not enough that the guy down the
street has bees — maybe he didn't
know how to check the local ordi-
nances — or get them changed. (]






















"We don't have a hard plan yet,"
said Dunkley, "but with the help of the
USDA here in Baton Rouge, the State
Beekeepers Association, LSU and my
office we've already identified much of
what we need to do.

"Our primary goal is to keep our
plan flexible so we aren't locked into
something that obviously won't work,"
he said.

"Later, we'll bring in Health and
Human Services, Wildlife and Fish,
Public Health and Municipal Groups
for both education and exposure," he
said.

"Then, by next spring we'll have
our ports well monitored, aninitial plan
in place, and then wait and see," he
concluded.

Mississippi already has their first
draft finished, using the Texas plan as
a model, says Dr. Clarence Collison,
Chairman of the Entomology Dept. at
MS State.

"We put together an advisory com-
mittee awhile back, had a meeting and
put together this draft. Our committee
has members from every area that will
probably be affected," Collison said.

"Basically, we're focusing on the
regulatory aspect, monitoring the
spread of the bee if that becomes impor-
tant, and upgrading our regulatory
program,” he added.

"After looking at this for awhile,
talking to beekeepers both here and in
other places, we're convinced our great-
est problem will be a people problem,
not a beekeeping problem. We figure
we've got about two years before it
comes to Mississippi, and during that
time alot will happen in terms of what
we know about the bee," Collison con-
cluded.

Conventional wisdom suggests

that the bee will continue to migrate

more eastward than north though by
the time it gets even as far as Missis-
sippi, two, and as many as four years
may have passed. Predictions certainly
become a bit more difficult.

However, although Alabama and
Georgia may get company, visitation
rights will only be granted in extreme
southern areas, at least initially. But
Florida will undoubtedly become a
permanent host because of the vast
subtropical and tropical habitats. But
the fact that there is still 'some’' time
before the bee arrives lets them remain
abit more relaxed than the Texas plan-
ners.

Larry Cutts, Florida's Chief Api-
ary Inspector, said that because Florida
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Gotcha!

The USDA APHIS is designed to handle pests as accidental entries
at ports-of-entry. Their mission does not call for them to deal with
natural pest migrations. They are, however, well prepared to stop
swarms in port areas, using current technology and equipment, and

with well trained personnel.

To date, this is the chronological list of confirmed AHB findings in
ports-of-entry made by APHIS.

DATE LOCATION
07-06-79 Corpus Christi, TX
06-12-82 Miami, FL
06-11-83 Pascagula, MS
11-10-83 Corpus Christi, TX
07-02-84 Cleveland, OH
02-01-85 Bakersfield, CA
06-06-85 Lost Hills, CA
11-85 Bakersfield, CA
07-09-86 W. Palm Beach, FL
10-30-86 W. Palm Beach, FL.
04-08-87 Panama City, FL
03-08-88 New Orleans, LA
06-06-88 Port Everglades, FL
09-26-88 Mobile, AL
10-31-88 Tampa, FL
12-07-88 Stony Point, NY
03-11-89 Houston, TX
04-24-89 Miami, FL
04-27-89 Charleston, SC
10-30-89 Brownsville, TX

Source: J. Evans USDA APHIS,

ORIGIN
Venezuela
Panama
Venezuela
Brazil

Central Am.
Honduras
El Salvador
Guatemala
Guatemala

Honduras
or Guatemala

Guatemala
Columbia
Guatemala
Surinam

Panama

COMMENTS

on deck of oil tanker

on ship's mast

on deck of oil tanker

in hold with sisal twine

oil company employee reports
finding bees in support pipe.
first detection

eradication complete

in container of 650 pails of honey
on container

in hold

on container

on ship, Varroa infested

on pier warehouse

on cable drum of ship's rigging
dead bees on radar antenna
bridge deck of ship

on container

on container of ship that
transited Panama

on deck of ship
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