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Every year when August rolls
around, Sharon Gibbons falls prey to
“Fair Fever.” Although she promises
her husband, John, every spring that
she won't enter her Gibbons Bee Farm
honey in the Missouri State Fair,
there's something that “overwhelms”
her during extraction and draws her
to Sedalia from her suburban St. Louis
home.
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It has paid off. Having won the
Grand Champion Ribbon in 1988 -
and three other years since then -
Sharon has established a good name
for her Gibbons Bee Farm products.
And those credentials — bolstered by
good packaging, service and market-
ing - have made Sharon one of
Missouri's foremost honey packagers
and one of the nation’s few female
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commercial beekeepers.

With 400 hives and sales of 100-
plus barrels of honey a year, Sharon
has come a long way since her hus-
band - despite his intense dislike for
bees — gave her two hives as a birth-
day present in 1981. With John's sup-
port and a fortunate mix of good luck
and lessons learned, Sharon gradually
grew from a hobby beekeeper to a pro-
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