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& SWISS BEEHOQUSE

Visit A Beehouse

With Class

Alan Harman

Johannes Dornbierer with his beehouse.

The bees of Staad are giving 69-year-old Swiss apia-
rist Johannes Dornbierer the best of times. The 16 hives
in his beehouse in the little com- !
munity overlooking Lake Konstanz
about an hour east of Zurich in
Kanton St. Gallen are producing i
tax-free honey. Dornbierer has been |
beekeeping for 52 years. He started '
as a teenager when his father died /
young and he took over the bee-
keeping operation his father had
started in about 1918. He said |
through an interpreter that bee- |
keeping is on a roll. “Prices are very |
high - the highest in Europe and

30

range from 16 to 25 Swiss francs a kilogram,” he said. “I
sell all my honey locally. It is a profitable business.”
(The U.S. dollar is worth about 1.63 Swiss francs.)

“Income from honey is tax-free. That was introduced
after a drop in the number of beekeepers and govern-
ment moved to boost the industry.” Union of the Swiss-
German Beekeeping Association official Berchtold
Lehnherr said there now are about 22,000 beekeepers
in the country, but only about 10 can be classified as
being commercial operators — operating 200 or more
hives. In total there are about 280,000 hives.

Swiss beekeepers belong to one of three language-
based organizations and are united through the Swiss
Beekeeping Union. Switzerland has a bee density of
seven colonies per square kilometer, one of the high-
est in the world. Annual production nationwide ranges
up to 4,000 tons. Dornbierer said yields in this scenic

y region in the northeast corner of Swit-
zerland range from 350 kilograms in a
good year to 85 kilograms in the worst
years.

His bees make their first flights in
January. “In February and March they
work on little flowers,” he said. “Then as

Bees in the hive.

Lake Konstanz water front.
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