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Where The Bees Aren’t?

Jim Thompson & Kim Flottum

. ‘
i
i

Zone 4 From Baxley & Jesup, Georgia

By now you have probably figured out that getting
package bees by mail this year isn't a simple phone
call away. Restricting packages shipped to a Zone 4
limit, with significant and serious consequences Past
Zone 4, makes getting bees in some parts of the coun-
try impossible.

If you haven't already, call your shipper. The maps
detail the Zone 4 range from various popular locations.
Other areas exist certainly, but we've chosen several
that are common.

Need bees? Find a local distributor who is making
the trip, a local nuc producer, or consider making splits
this Spring.

Of course you could move and avoid all this incon-
venience. Warmer Winters, longer Summers and all
the bees you could want, just a phone call away.

Zone 4 From Navasota, Texas

Zone 4 From Moreauville, Louisiana

Zone 4 From Orland, California
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HONEY HOUSE
EFFICIENCY

Allen Summers —

I first started keeping bees in Southern California
about forty years ago, and I remember that extracting
equipment and facilities were quite different than what
we consider state of the art today. 1 had the opportu-
nity back then to see several large commercial opera-
tions as well as hobby equipment that was available.
The commercial guys, by and large, were using either
large Hubbard or Woodman extractors with capacities
of sixty or more frames. One commercial beekeeper,
Gil Soffel, had a large Hubbard extractor that held 120
frames per load. His son, Ron, who now runs bees com-
mercially, still uses the same extractor today. At Miller's
Honey Company where | worked in the early 1960's, we
used several sixty-frame Woodman extractors. Woodman
Manufacturing was bought-out by Dadant & Sons a little
later-on in the middle 1960's. Interestingly, with such
large extractor capacities, we were uncapping mainly
using “wiggle” or vibrating knives made by Woodman or

Root, and at times additionally using hand-held elec- |

tric knives when there was a lot of uncapping to do.
Steam heat was used for almost everything from melt-
ing wax to heating knives to cleaning up afterwards.
Every commercial producer/processor had a steam
boiler of some type, large or
small, connected to their opera-
tion. McKenna Boiler Works, be-
ing located in nearby Los Ange-
les, continues to this day to sup-
ply a large number of commer-
cial processors.

The limitation on production
then was not [rom extractor ca-
pacity — one could simply add
another extractor or change over
to one with a larger capacity —
but upon how much and how fast
we could uncap to keep the ex-
tractors loaded and running.
These operations were labor-in-
tensive, requiring several people
to do uncapping and keep the ex-
tractors loaded and unloaded,
but labor was relatively cheap,
paying minimum wage, at the
time.

After the middle 1960s, we  General view of exiracting set-up: Spinner, far
started seeing some significant  right, Cowen 18 frame extractor w/Maxant

time and labor-saving improve- auger, front. Overhead, black insulated pipe
runs from honey pump to storage/bottling

ments in equipment. Probably tarlks, Teft tr piokilre

32

Incoming supers and filled Warm room (door opened) keeps
containers are weighed on a 50- supers just right for extracting, 90°F
year-old rebuild platform scale.  qnd 45% relative humidity with
heater and humidifier in any oul-
side weather conditions.

Extracting set-up: Spinner, right _front, au-
ger, front, uncapper above that and open
Cowen extractor.
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SMOKERS 03 Feeder Pail w/Lid $5.00 2 Ibs.
N4  4X10S.S. Smoker $40.00 3lbs. O5P  Plastic Bee Escape $1.85 1lb,
N6 4X7 S. S. Smoker $33.00 3 lbs.
' MEDICATIONS
TOOLS 071  1/2 Gram Fumidi-B $10.00 1lb.
G62 1/2 Ib. Frame Wire $6.00 1 1b. 083 6.40z. Terramycin $5.50 1lb.
G63 1 Ib. Frame Wire $9.00 2 |bs. 084 1# Terra-brood Mix $5.00 2 Ibs.
H13  Support Pins (100) $8.00 1 Ib. 088  5.250z. Apicide Powder $6.50 1 lb.
H13A  Support Pins (500) $28.50 1 Ib. P39P  Menthol Crystals (10) $33.00 2 lbs.
N65 Spur Wheel Embedder $5.50 1 Ib. PA10  Apistan Strips (10) $25.00 1lb.
N77 Metal Eyelets (1000) $4.20 1 Ib. P38 Para-moth $6.00 2 |bs.
\79758 Eyelet Hand Punch $2.50 11b.
N81 10" Hive Tool $6.50 1lb.
N83M  Alum. Frame Hand Grip $13.00 11b. ASSEMBLED EQUIPMENT
N85 Bee Brush $3.00 11b. NUC5 5 frame NUC w.frames
N90 Section Knife $7.50 1 Ib. (waxed plastic foundation) $53.00 23 Ibs.
NO1 Frame Cleaner $5.00 1lb.  G14A  10deepframes $23.50 15 Ibs.
NL23  Hive Staples $3.55 2 |bs. G45A 10 med. Frames $23.00 15 Ibs.
02 Entrance Feeder $2.50 11b. X97 Mason Bee House $12.00
?
BOOKS & VIDEOS - ROOT’S EDUCATION CENTER

Cat.#  Title _ All Books & Videos shipped postpaid in U.S. Price
X1 Eyewitness Account of Early American Beekeeping — Taken from his column in Gleanings, Gur Homes, this baok is priceless.A.l. Root Co. $3.69
X4 Breeding Super Bees (Close-out Special) — Stillone of the best practical guides for raising queens, for anyboa. Steve Taber $4.99
X5A The 40th Edition of ABC & XYZ of Bee Culture — The classic encyclopedia of beekeeping information and knowledge.  Roger Morse/Kim Flottum $32.50
X16 Queen Management — Gleaned from many articles on raising, nurturing and caring for queens. From the Best of Bee Culture $8.99
X18 Selling Honey — How many ways are there to sell hone_;y? Here's a whole book full of ideas. From the Best of Bee Culture $8.99
X21 Smoking Allowed — A pictorial history of the smoker in America, from burning sticks to today's best. Paul Jackson $7.99
X22 Colony Record Book — 3 ring notebook with 50 page pad for colony and apiary notes. Keep good records. Bee Culture Staff $13.49
/83494  Colony Record Pad Only — 50 page pad for additional records for X22. Bee Culture Staff $5.99
X38 Equipment Supply Record — Tracking equipment sources and use. usa with X22. Bee Culture Staff $5.99
X52 Sales/Purchase Record — Expences last year? Use with X22 for good records. Bee Culture Staff $5.99
X25 Beekeeping, A Practical Guide — Great beginners book. Dick Bonney $20.50
X26 Queen & | — The story of how a beekeaper began, then began a business that thrives today. Ed Weiss $20.45
X27 A Honey Cookbook — Recipes from the present, and from the A.l. Root Cos. past recipe books. A.l. Root Co. $4.99
X28 Making Craftwax Candles — A simple how-to for making rolled candles with embossed eraft or beeswax. A. . Root Co. $3.95
X29 Hive Management — An intermediate leve! colony management book, . . . for more experienced keepers. Dick Bonney $17.99
X33 The New Complete Guide to Beekeeping — Fundamentals for keeping bees in the north, by ane of the best. Roger Morse $17.49
X34 Making Mead — Not only howto make mead buit the seience behind why and how. Classic. Roger Morse $20.45
X35 Health & the Honey Bee — The story of apitherapy, and the story of the man who pioneered it in the U.S. Charles Mraz $14.45
X36 The How-To-Do-It Book of Beekeeping — More tips, tricks, techniques and shortcuts than you can imagine. Richard Taylor $17.45
X37 The Joys of Beekeeping — Explore the other side of the art, and the craft of kesping bees. Richard Taylor $7.50
X39 Craftwax Creations — Advances, uses and techniques using embossed eraft- or baeswax sheets. A.l. Root Co. $5.95
X40 Biology of the Honey Bee — A indepth look at the biology of honey bees and how it relates to beekeeping. Mark Winston $23.49
X42 Wisdom of the Hive — The best study to date of how honey bee colonies are organized and function. Tom Seeley $50.45
X45 The Best of Bee Talk — Taken from 20 years of articles written for Gleanings in Bee Culture. The Best. Richard Taylor $9.99
X50 Rearing Queen Honey Bees — A no nonsense approac to raising queens, including how-to, and biology. Roger Morse $17.45
X53 Dance Language of the Bees — The classic inunderstanding honey bee communication by the expert. Karl Von Frisch $35.50
X56 Swarming — The causes, control and prevention of the most difficult behavior of the honey bee. From the Best of Bee Culture  $8.99
X58 Beeswax Crafts (color) — Beautifully ilustrated guide to using beeswax for a varisly of crafts and candles. Search Press $20.50
X59  HoneyBee Pests, Predators & Diseases, 3rd Edition : - ,

~ Everything that bothers bees is covered in this scientific text. Gold Medal Winner in 1999, - Morse/Flottum $43.00
X60  Mad About Mead — The soience and the art and the history of mead s presented in this entertaining work, Pam Spence $15.45
X61 From Where | Sit — A collection of articles gleaned from his cofumn in Bee Culture magazine. Mark Winston $20.45
X62 Comb Honey Book — He wrote the book on comb honey production. Here it s. Richard Taylor $12.50
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CALL BEFORE ORDERING

BEE CULTURE

The Magazine of American Beekeeping

D

DISCONTIN UED |TE MS (in short supply, call before ordering) Y10 1 Yr. Subscription (12 issues) $21.50
: 1 Yr. Foreign $36.50
Ship Wt. - "
067  1gal. Wood Guard Preservative $30.00 101bs. Y20 2 Yr. Subscription (24 issues) $41.00
123 3/6Frame Extractor, Hand, S.5.  $419.00 65 bs. 2 ¥ir: Foreign $75.00
062 14-12/0z. Grease Cartridge $7.50 11b.
N19  Coveralls wiveil (small) “Suit’ $84.00 5 Ibs. WEIGHT SHIFPING & HANDLING
N95  Coveralls (small $52.00 41bs. Attention: Forresiden- 1 1D O 1688 oo $4.70
N100  Fume Board (unassembled) $10.50 4bs. tial (home) orders i; :gs. """" - ggg
06  Conical Bee Escape Board $20.00 41bs. P'.‘Tlasetagdl.$1 -5°-i:‘rfpst ol b i
/78883 48 mmids only (8 oz. & 1 Ib.) 120 count$10.50 3bs. | s cnarge. o 3. o
/78924 63 mm lids only (2#) 60 count $8.00 2 Ibs. ' 14-16 Ibs. ... 730
M15P  2"Plastic Gate $12.50 11b. FOREIGN ORDERS U, ST e 8.15
WRITE FOR 20-22 Ibs. ...... e 9,10
RCDT SHIPPING 2325 Ibs. e 10,00
g 25+ i Please Call
L &8 _§ _§N &N § &8 § § § § § § | LR __ & _§ & & _§&B _§ _§N | LB & 8§ _§N _§N _§N _§ |
rTo Order Bee Supplies, Books, Videos, fill e " :('J-F!EIGN ORDERS WRITE 1
out and return this form to the address ORDER F ORM FOR SHIPPING I
below or FAX to the number listed. |
I UNIT TOTAL | |
- CAT NO. DESCRIPTION QTY. PRICE PRICE WEIGHT I
| ik - [
I | I
I \ = = [ — |
I 5 I
| i = |
: I
L [ ]
) |
- J |
| Y10 ! Bee Culture Magazine 1yr.  [$21.50 (U.S.) |
{_ Y20 Bee Culture Magazine ‘ 2yrs. | $41(U.S) :
Sy T [ L |
I . . o Subtotals (price & weight) Ibs. I
i All Books & Videos shipped postpaid in U.S. Err
I Photocopy or use an additional piece of paper if needed. (SHE ;d?;j%, (TX add 8.25%)
TO ORDER PLEASE CALL OR WRITE TO Shipping (check one): =]
| THE A.l. ROOT COMPANY » 623 W. LIBERTY ST., MEDINA, OH 44256 | gee shipping fees.
i 800.289.7668, EXT. 3255 » FAX 330.725.5624 +§1.50 if residential delivery _
| VISA « MASTERCARD » DISCOVER Ground 2nd Day Air Next Day Air
| Call For 2nd or Next Day Delivery
i CREDIT CARD# Tk ’ . T
] Exp. Date Day Phone TOTAL AMOUNT
|
: The A.l. Root Company

623 W Liberty St.
I Medina, OH 44256

r-_—-—--

I
|
I
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
I
I
I
|
I
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Jomes E. Tew
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What Next?

I must admit that I never quite
know what will trip your switch. In
a recent article, I made the pass-
ing comment — from my Tennessee
brother that he was having trouble
liquefying some of his honey. He
asked what others were using to get
the job done. So in the past article,
[ asked what you were doing. Your
switch tripped. My, my, did you ever
take time to write and phone with
techniques, designs and comments.
Interestingly, most of you use some
kind of recycled refrigerator or
freezer with a common incandes-
cent light bulb as a heat source.
Honestly, I don’t have such a unit
and honestly, I have no experience
with one. For those of us who don't
yet have a converted refrigerator in
our bee operation, I thought a re-
view of the comments and proce-
dures of those of you who do would

Control outside the unit.

March 2002
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be of interest. Here is a sampling of
what you told me.

From J.D.L.

I have a perfect honey melter. I use
an old defunct freezer. Take whatever
shelves out you need to make room _for
your container. Now all you need is
an extension cord and a light bulb.
About 24 hours is all it takes to melt
the honey in your bucket, depending
on the size of the light bulb you are
using. I hope this helps.

From Gregg S. in Colorado

The best method I know of, and
use myself. to not only re-liquefy honey
but to warm it to _facilitate bottling is
this: Find an old refrigerator (mine is a
Philco circa 1950). Place honey in a
Jive gallon bucket on the middle shelf
and underneath place a fixture hold-
ing a light bulb. Simply raising or low-
ering the wattage of the bulb regulates

y & Spring Time

the amount of heat. Place a sheel of
aluminum foil on a second shelf un-
derneath the honey (and above the
bulb) so the heal is not concentrated
on the buclket bottom. The total cost of
my setup was the cost of the light bulbs,
as I found the old fridge at a used ap-
pliance store _for the cost of hauling it
away.

From John D.

All one has to do is get an old used
refrigerator and clean it up. Then wire
the refrigerator through a used. furnace
control to two-100 watt light bulbs
mounted in the [rig. Set unit control to
shut off at 130° Fand on at 120°F -or
what does best for you. I put honey in
about 5:00 PM and it is ready to bottle
the next morning after brealkfast. I can-
not remember when I did it the old way.
Happy New Year.

An insfde v!ew qf Charlie V's hot box.

Continued on Next Page
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