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Here are two round comb
honey sections produced at the
same time on the 1998 orange
blossom honey flow in Florida by
two colonies two feet apart. Why
do they appear so different?

The section on the right was
made by bees in an approximately
five pound swarm that was hived
in a 6-5/8-inch deep super with
new plastic foundation. The round
section super was placed above
the modified half depth super.
The bees in this swarm capped
the cells so as to leave a space
between the honey and the
cappings and thus the section’s
white appearance. Equally impor-
tant, these bees had no old comb
in their hive. A five pound swarm
does not make a very powerful

colony and to force the bees to

work in the small sections it was

necessary to hive them in a
shallow super rather than in a

super of full depth combs.

‘The section on the left has

two faults. The bees in this colony
built the cappings against the
honey thus giving the section
surface a “watery” appearance.
Also, this comb honey super was
placed above a full depth super of
old combs with brood and the bees
used a small amount of the old
wax to cap the cells, thus the
darker appearance of the
section's surface.

About 100 years ago, when
most beekeepers produced only
comb honey, they selected
queens whose worker bees built
cappings above the honey, not
adjacent to it, as they felt it gave
the sections a better physical
appearance. These two ways of
capping honey illustrate another
behavioral trait found in different
races of honey bees.

This article was on file when
Roger passed away last year. We
bring it out now as a timely re-
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