
























































INSULATED

The key to reliable over-
wintering is the insulated top
cover. This cover is the re-
sult of many years of experi-
menting with top insulation,
and was developed to simplify
Winter preparations. Other-
wise it's necessary to as-
semble the various parts as
the colonies are wrapped. In
the home yard this is no
problem. But, trying to keep
everything on the truck to
the out yards is another mat-
ter.

The shell is either an old
hive body or super cut down
to 3-1/8" high and incorpo-
rating the hand holds. The
actual cover (fastened to the
bottom of the shell) is 34" ply-
wood with an entrance/ven-
tilation opening cut into the
front edge. This dado cut is
approximately 2-3/4" wide
and 6" deep. It provides the
main Winter entrance and
allows for all necessary ven-
tilation. The shell is filled
with three inches of Dow®
high density Styrofoam with
an ‘R’ value of 5 per inch. The
top of the shell is covered
with 4" Luann (similar to
panelling) with a 24" x %" rim.
This rim allows the cover to
be used on individual colo-
nies. In this case, the inner
cover is stored above the in- .
sulated cover with the outer
cover in its normal position.
The 4" rim ensures a tight
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even fit if the inner cover is
warped.

Honey bees don't heat the
inside of the hive, only the
interior of the cluster. The
principle behind top insula-
tion is to trap the heat but
not the moisture given off by
the cluster, the same idea
behind the recently intro-
duced Styrofoam hives. The
end result is that the clus-
ter remains loose. The bees
can move upward or latterly
with ease, cold starvation is
eliminated. A simple illustra-
tion... Select a colony, either
single or double hive body
with the top of the cluster
clearly visible. The tempera-
ture should be 20° or less.
Install the insulated cover or
something with a similar ‘R’
value. Return a half-hour
later and note the change in
cluster size. I've unwrapped
single hive body packs at
twenty degrees and all but
the outside frames are cov-
ered with bees. After less
than five minutes exposure
the cluster has returned to
almost normal size.

When compared to
Styrofoam hives, the insu-
lated cover has the distinct
advantage of price and dura-
bility. The cost to build one
ranges between six and seven
dollars, depending on local
material costs. Anyone with
basic carpentry skills can
build a cover, and they should
last a beekeeping career.

A partial and
a completed
cover-a
quarter inch
rim for inner
cover storage.

The insulated
cover in place
showing the
entrance.

The insulated cover in place on a double hive body colony
with the winter wrap completed.







. Bloweny' In The Wind
Tlps & Tricks For Using A Bee Blower

Bob Kornely

This is what the bee catalogues
call a collapsible chute. It is the
stand that holds the super of honey
that has been removed. Mine is
homemade, 32 inches tall, high
enough so I don't not have to bend
my back when blowing out the bees.
It is sturdy and has been in use for
at least a dozen years. The diagonal
brace legs, are very important for
strength and stability. The stand
does not have a chute like those
you'll see in the catalogues. I put
one on my first stand, but if there is
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a good honey flow, the combs will be
thick with honey, the chute becomes
sticky and the bees get stuck to the
chute. It works much better to blow
the bees directly into the grass be-
low. The stand is placed close to the

For 10 years, beekeeping was a
hobby for me, so when I removed
honey, the bees were shaken and
brushed off the combs. But by 1972
I had increased to 40 colonies, and
I decided to buy a bee blower. It came
at the right time, because that year
I had one of my best crops — 200 Ibs.
per colony. Here are some thoughts
on how I use my bee blower.

My blower shows its age, but
still works like a charm. Have a long,
flexible hose, a solid stand and a few
extra supers.

front of the hive, but not in a posi-
tion to block incoming bees from
their entrance. Hundreds of bees
trying to get into the hive does not
help to keep the bees calm.

Continued on Next Page
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