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"t on msect~poll1nated

honey bee is, with-

_ 1e most important polli-
nator’in managed agn ultural systems.

In Washington State alone, more than

150, 000 colony sets are requlred

cultivated apples are native to central
Asia, while the homeland of the honey
bee encompasses Europe, Africa, and
parts of Asia. This means that the search
for both new germplasm used in apple
breeding and for the parasites and preda-
tors used to fight imported apple pests
(e.g., codling moth and some leafrollers)
takes place in the wild apple forests of
present-day Kazakhstan, Kyrgzystan,
and Uzbekistan.

The situation with honey bees is quite
different. Interestingly, almost nothing is
known of the honey bees that occur
within the wild apple forests. The most
modern and authoritative books on the
subject place those regions wé]l outside
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Nancy and Buzz Riopelle sell a lot of candles at the fairs and shows
they attend. Christmas ornaments are made from candy molds and many
of the rest come from the newer polyurathane molds.

But the traditional pure beeswax dinner candle is always a good seller,
and when it comes in an attractive box is a high margin item.

Making dinner candles with the older style metal molds can be a chal-
lenge, and more than one set of these has been known to bounce off a wall
or a floor in frustration when the candles inside don't let go.

Nancy has solved this problem, and others, and makes as many of

these as she can with the wax and time available. Here's how Use waxed wicks. Make them by

dipping wick in hot wax, then
hanging them to

solidify. Make sure

you have enough

wax on and in

them to make

them stiff.

Start right, usmg a good
solvent to clean out the

mold before using EVERY ¥ : &ﬁ,
TIME. Dip a small rag in ~
lacquer thinner, use a soft
brush to hold it and scrape
the interior walls to

( remove any clinging wax,
rust or other residue. Let

dry for a few minutes the

apply mold release.

e o

Cut waxed wicks to extend above the @
‘top’ of the mold 4" - 6". 3 i

December 2001

Push each wick through the small hole on the
‘bottom’ of the mold and bend over to hold in place.

Continued on Next Page
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Nancy uses

a wet sponge,

cut to size, to
cover the wide-end
openings.

Then, ' ect.A thin piece f plexiglass was cut to fit

3 the inside of the molds ‘top. When in place, the ‘points’ with

’ notches will be exactly centered over the cavity to be filled with
¢  wax.

Lo

When exactly in '\ B : % - =
place, the
waxed wick is
pulled snug / :
and bent over 5o When the wicks are in
each notch. i = 1 place, each cavity is
This centers the b _ J filled with wax, let | 8
wick the entire : y 1 ll cool, and topped offto |
length of the P ; AT, fill the shrink. When
candle, critical : w £ cool, the mold is
foreven, and _ N P ; released, and each §
safe, burning. B ¥ y ‘ candle removed. The 8
o . » bottom is evened off &
by rubbing on a
small, heated pan, &
and the candle is
ready to sell.
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