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Bee Cultures Beeyard

The Autumn Beeyard

The past few Autumn days have
been spectacular. Foliage colors,
warm days and blue skies all came
together to form the days of which
memories are made. Naturally, [ had
work obligations and mostly enjoyed
these days from behind the steer-
ing wheel of the truck. Tuesday was
to be my day to work in the bee yard
and get updates for both you and me.
Well, it's pres-
ently Tuesday, Tl

and rain is
pouring down. |
Now what?

A Rainy Yard in
Ohio

It was not
just a casual
light rain, but
one of those |§
serious rains
that falls
straight down
with a purpose.
Everything was
drenched. Yet,
in the middle of
all this water,
bees were still

flying from
most of my
colonies. For

what purpose, I
don't have a
clue. Don't get me wrong. It was not
the flight pattern that would be seen
on a warm Summer’s day, but there
were numerous bees flying from the
entrance into an obvious warm rain,
and there were occasional bees re-
turning. I sat in the truck pondering
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why they would be doing that. Well,
they're just screwed up and are out
looking for nectar sources that have all
been washed away. I don't think so.
Surely after several million years of
development, bees have enough
sense to stay out of the rain. Cleans-
ing flights? I suppose it could be, but
yesterday was a perfectly beautiful
day. Why would there be such ur-
gent needs for the bee toilet today -

just a day later? Bottom line: Bees
will fly in the rain. I don’t have a clue
why they are doing it, but there is a
reason.

Styrofoam Hives

In the August 2000 Bee Cul-
ture', I discussed the Insul-Hive and
my observations upon using it. In
that article I indicated that I would
return to this subject and review a
different polystyrene hive that is
simply called “Styrofoam Hives™ in
the equipment catalog. I have only
one of them and am not prepared to
endorse them outright, but they are
interesting to
work. The
Betterbee cata-
log states that
they have been
used for more
than 15 years in
Germany and
Scandinavia. In
fact, they are the
most popular
hive design in
Scandinavia.
The outside di-
mensions are
' completely dif-
ferent from our
Langstroth hive,
but the inside
dimensions are
sized to hold a
standard
Langstroth
frame.

The purported
advantages of a Styrofoam hive are:
e Thick walls make the hive
warmer in the Winter and

cooler in the Summer
e Hardened plastic frame rest
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