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Beekeepers can now get help
from their computers when a
dreaded pest, Varroa mite, shows up
in their hives. New software called
“VarroaPop” - short for “Varroa popu-
lations” — gives U.S. beekeepers a
science-based estimate of how fast
the mite population in a beehive, or
colony, might grow.

The Varroamite, Varroa jacobsoni,
is regarded as the single worst pest
of honey bees in the United States.

Beekeepers can use the com-
puter-generated estimates in decid-
ing whether to spend money to treat
hives with mite-killing chemicals.
VarroaPop also helps them decide
whether weak, underpopulated hives
are doomed—and best discarded—or
whether a better option would be to
combine the struggling hives with
larger, stronger colonies that might
be able to withstand mite attack.

Agricultural Research Service
research entomologist Gloria
DeGrandi-Hoffman at Tucson, Ariz.,
and colleague Robert J. Curry of the
University of Arizona-Tucson, devel-
oped the software.

To get an estimate of the fu- |
ture size of a mite population, bee-
keepers input a few simple details,
such as the number of mites that
they captured when they took a
quick sample of their hives.

Available for downloading from |
the Internet, VarroaPop is the first
publicly available software program

VarroaPop

that beekeepers can use to pre- | £

dict the mite’s impact and to man-
age their hives accordingly. The es-
timates are derived from math-
ematical equations that DeGrandi-
Hoffman and Curry developed. The
equations, in turn, are based on the
researchers’ analysis of 25 years'
worth of scientific data about the
mite.

DeGrandi-Hoffman and Curry
are now updating VarroaPop to in-
corporate suggestions from some of
the more than 300 beekeepers and
others who have already downloaded
and tested it. VarroaPop is available
at: http://gears tucson.ars.ag.gov

ARS is the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s chief scientific research
agency. Scientific contact: Gloria
DeGrandi-Hoffman, ARS Carl
Hayden Bee Research Center, Tuc-

son, Ariz.; phone (520) 670-6380, ext.
105, fax (530) 670-6493,
gdhoff@aol.com.

This item is one of the news re-
leases and story leads that ARS In-
formation distributes on weekdays
to fax and e-mail subscribers. You
can also get the latest ARS news on
the World Wide Web at
www ars.usda gov/is/pr/
thelatest.htm.

* Feedback and questions to
ARS News Service via e-mail:
isnv@ars-grin.gov.

* ARS Information Staff, 5601
Sunnyside Ave., Room 1-2251,
Beltsville MD 20705-5128, (301) 504-
1617 fax (301) 504-1648.

THE IDEAL HONEY CONTAINER

1 1b. (16 oz.) Honey Bee Container
has a flat front and back panel for easy labeling

1-5 cases

6-26 cases
27-54 cases
55-109 cases

110 & up

Bulk Pack 200 per case

$103.20.....
$100.80..... with
with
with

with caps

$98.40.....
$96.00...

with caps....... $119.20
$116.80

$114.40
$112.00

*Plus Shipping & Handling (call us for prices)

38mm flip-top caps are available

Choose from: Golden Yellow, Bright Yellow, Red & White
Contact Us For Your Nearest Dealer

Patent & Patent Pending

The Honey Bee Container, Inc.

Jeffrey D. Hand

5'Tall x 3 "Wide

149 Patterson Road * Roebuck, SC 29376
Ph (864) 476-6229 « FAX (864) 476-0295 + Mobile (864) 590-5375
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thehoneybeecontainer@msn.com
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